"""---

12 Squadron

RAF Honington
Bury S5t Edmunds
Suffolk
RAF SAA/DO/1 IP31 1EE
DNPTS Honington 561 Ext 575
Orion Block = !
HMS Nelson L/,S’S%é
Portsmouth j;’
PD1 3KH May 76

SUB AQUA DECOMPRESSTON TAELES

Reference: RNAS Culdrose letter dated 6 Apr 76.

1+ The reference letter forwarded views on the decompression tables

to be used by Service sub aqua divers from the Chairman of the RN and

RM sub aqua club. Para 2 of this letter implied that the views expressed
in the letter were those of both the Army Sub Agua Diving Association

and the RAF Sub Aqua Association., This is not the case.

2. The RAF Sub Aqua Association believes that there are significant
advantages to the adoption of the RWPL/BSAC decompression tables for
Service sub aqua diving, principally in having more credible repeat
dive rules than current RN tables. I attach a copy of my letter to
the Chairman of the RN and RM Sub Aqua Club which amplifies RAF SAA
views,

D ARA
Sgn Udr
Diving Officer
RAF SAA
Enclosure: RAF SAA/DO/1 dated 9 Apr 76
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1« Doug Tayloxr has asked me to corment on your draft lstitor to the
Svperintendeont of Diving at IS Vernon in my capacity as diving officer of
the RAP Sub lLqua Association.

2, Tirstly some specific comenis on your letiexs-

2. Para 3a does not a.p,_ ly to the AAT = we hove no service divers,
Therefoxs the occasions of sub paras 3byc,d are much more numsrzous fow
vs 3

be Para 5. The IV service diving authority mey have rescrvations
on the salcty of the RNPL/BSAC tebles, but I have besn lod to believs
that they ore safer than the standard RN tables, particularly in the
30 nmetxc depth zome vhere bends incidence has boen higher with the 2
toblese. The RNPL/BSAC tobles are of cource not "mow"s The formuloe
and aszunmptions are those used in the 1968 IUPL 'E‘.‘_'b.LO..: that have besn
proven in over 50,000 dives by commercial opcrators who of course tend
to wse tables as "?'c,,r were doeigned, (ic dive to maximua depth, work
&% r.;.::i’n 'n depth, then sveface using the table). Amatour divers tond
not to dive in this manner, but still decompress for the masximua duplh
of a vaz'} ing depth dive.

E

c. You may have gathered that T do not agree with your pave O,

3¢ I believe that there are significant advantages to the RITL/BIAC ';-‘ _"'.9
Pirastly, and 3.:1 y view most important, ‘thcro are simple and cxedibhl

d:.v" rules, =ZT tables we are expected to take S0l occount -::r &
previous dive 5 hours earlier, but if wo dolay our second dive oz 30
minutes wo can forgpet the previocus dive completely §  The EZ‘_‘Z IBGAC Fepeat
dive rules cannct and must not be applied to the ‘1II tubles. Seeondly, tho
table works in 2 metre depth inecremsnis, which is not as rHe a8 -the RY

matuic tablo, Thirdly, the table has beon compressed a.nd simplifiac by
the two agssumptions thet we will not dive below 50 metres nor becoma involved
in um‘:; involving more than 30 mimites decompression. (The last adventoge

c“l of counrze be easily confexzed on the RN tables using the, answaptions

and hroviabing them in the same way)e.  Ineidentally, there is a full
veraion oI.‘ the RUTL/IZSAC tables that the RN could adopt = the abhreviated

version would abwilously not be adequate for tlieir needs,

. 2 commént on the Cranwell papor on the RITL/BSAC table
Cerpeant Joys gives the incorreet rezson for the introducticn of & nw
doseent matc, The tables were degiized zound an asswned dive profile %

P nn e R
ﬁ_' La-:'-..«J---‘:rr’ or !




g-dina ot ‘h robres per minute to tho nos danth, tira E,_-g de'ntn and ,3.‘ 3
aseant =i notron per minute. (,uv.mmly 1F e 30 natwen per nbwds

descnalb 4..,.‘.0 is excoeded, the diver will be under prescure for longer then
the te.ule onvisased, 8o it is included ug a li.*r*%a:tim.. “

\...'l

Da Irz monclar*im, in the RAP we become in'mJ.Wu ydth eivilian clubs and
JCAC coveses and examinations f::oqusntly and nona of our divers are
professicnal service diverss Vo bolieve that the REPL/284C tobles ave
as gafe if nnt gafer than the current LN tables and have simnificat
adventages oyer them, particulerly in more credible yepsat dive rulen,
‘thezefore: coneddsr thot 1 45 in oux best interousts not $o be working e 2
‘@iflerent tables and %o adopt the RNPL/BSAC table for all our divins e
weuld obviovsly like to cea the same table used in {he RW ond Ay fc“
asateve (4f not rrofcscional) diving as thia would avoid con...‘uzirn at
JC3ADC and on Jo.m‘c scrvice axpeditima.

Copy to: Scuadwon Ieader D A J Taylox DEN RAF
Searataxry
REP SAA
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