All ASADA Branches

ASADA News and Views – Spring 2011
· Please read this together with Bovisand eBulletin 14 Apr 2011 which contains important news from the Joint Services Sub-Aqua Diving Policy Advisory Committee held on Wed 13 Apr.

· I thought it might be helpful to write to all registered or in-contact Branches and let you know what is going on within the ASADA/Army AT diving world.  I hope that this will be the first of 2 letters to branches each year – spring and autumn.

· From the Bovisand eBulletin, may I draw your attention to the need for a second person to assist the SADS, and who has revised or completed DT2-DT7 in the past 12 months.  Many branches have an annual training day and this should now form part of that day.

· The ban on using Nitrox has hit branches hard.  Compliance with BS 8478 is required and the FACTAIR testing kit does that.  These are now awaiting demand and the allocation is one per registered branch.  F2235 Dive Check (NSN 6630-99-7322569) comes in a case which will also hold the Analox O2E2 Oxygen Analyser (NSN 6680-99-4430-2220).  Branch equipment officers should arrange for their parent unit QMs to demand their test kit.  Training is available on-line from Mon 18 Apr, or make arrangements with JSSADC where Des Mullen will provide the training with the real kit.  Another option is Capt Mick Stewart at Tidworth, who can be contacted on 26ENGR-38HQSqn-2IC@mod.uk .  These test kits may also be demanded by expeditions in order that the SADS can test the air purity at the start or at any point where he or she has a concern about the quality of the breathing gas.  Please look after these kits: they are critical for the delivery of AT diving and cost over £500, but there is currently no replacement plan.
· From March last year operations and training for operations removed 3 key players: the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman and the Secretary.  By default I became the Vice-Chairman and Secretary on top of my existing roles of Diving Officer and Training Officer.  Happily Mick Stewart immediately relieved me of the Training Officer post.  The rest of the committee, thankfully, remained in their posts.  Needless to say, the time for handovers was less than one might have hoped for.

· The remainder of the Committee remained relatively stable, although we lost the services of Kelvin Prevett, our outstanding webmaster, who had created our website (www.asada.org.uk) and done so much to improve our communications.  WO1 Tim Butt stepped up into his shoes, while retaining the Membership Sec SB651 post.  Lt Col Guy Wallis, despite being on a long operational tour, found time to publish a Journal.  He is now posted to Fort Benning, but will continue to edit the Journal, for which we are all grateful.
· On current plans, with the Chairman and Secretary returning from their tours and POTL in the summer, normal service will be resumed from July.  In the meantime, I would like to record my thanks to Mick Stewart and Mike Tilsley for their support.

· Please remember that Branches should register by 1 April as required by JSSADR.  I know that many of you have done this, but there are still some outstanding.  Please send your Registration Forms (Annex B to JSSADR) and cheques for £20 to:

Capt M J Tilsley MBE REME

Adjt

104 Force Support Battalion REME,

Building 54

Prince Philip Barracks,

Budds Lane

BORDON

Hampshire

GU35 0JE

· We are looking to reduce or even stop the Registration Fee from 2012, but since the majority of clubs have already paid, it stands for this year.  For your interest, the RNRMSAA charge £30 a year.
· ASADA are running an OWI Combined Event around Bulford and Vobster as follows:
IFC at Bulford 8/9 June

OWIC at Vobster 10 June

TIE at Bulford (tbc) 13 June

PIE at Vobster 14 June

Bids for the few remaining places to the Training Officer on  26ENGR-38HQSqn-2IC@mod.uk as soon as possible.  ASADA is paying part of the course/exam fees so they will be cheaper than the prices charged for BSAC events.
· ASADA continue to work closely with Battle Back at Headley Court.  We have run 5 expeds to Cyprus, Malta and Egypt and have 2 more planned for this year.  If you want to become involved, please contact the DO at do@asada.org.uk .  It is hugely rewarding, and we need Rescue Divers (minimum Sports Diver) and OWIs.  Both will need to attend the adaptive diving awareness course (currently DDA, but changing later this year to DfA), which are run by ASADA in preparation for the expeds.  So far, 22 diving qualifications have been earned by Battle Backers.
· Please remember that stats will be required as at 30 Sep in order that the AT diving community can prove its safety record.  I’ll be in touch nearer the time about this.
· Finally ASADA are here to help all branches and divers within the Army, wherever they are.  While we have very limited funds, we do have a considerable depth of knowledge and are here to help you however we can.
Safe Diving 

John Gibbon

Vice-Chairman, DO and Secretary ASADA

18th April 2011 
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