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BOVISAND e-BULLETIN

11 January 2012

Introduction
May I start by wishing one and all the Best Wishes for the New Year and I hope you all get in some fantastic diving over the coming 12 months.
Diving Safety

Many of you will have received some new essential piece of diving safety equipment – at least that’s the excuse I’ve always used – over the Christmas period.  Before you leap into the dark and cold open water to give it a good test may I suggest that you try it out in more benign conditions such as a swimming pool first?  I know that all diving equipment is designed to be used straight from the box without further thought however most equipment comes with some paperwork buried in the box – this is not just to make the box snug but contains information which you might wish to read before using the kit.  We see plenty of people coming through Bovi who don’t know as much about their kit as they should!

As the water is colder at this time of year we see a number of incidents of divers having buoyancy problems as the extra layer they put on to keep out the cold blocks the efficient action of their auto dumps.  If you need to add that much extra kit to stay warm then you probably need to consider whether the dive site is appropriate.  Some of you will have experienced the phenomenon of the dry suit that shrinks whilst stored over the winter period – I suggest you might want to break yourself back gently into the water as this (coupled with some exercise and less calories) helps the suit regain its former flexibility!
The message is simple – work yourself back into the water and test your kit in a safe environment before hitting the open water.  Anything new on your rig  - then ensure you fully understand it and can use it before you need it at 30 metres on a cold, dark day!

MOD AT Diving Safety Conference
The inaugural MOD AT Diving Safety Conference will be held at HMS TEMERAIRE in Portsmouth on Thursday 15 March 2012 between 1000 and 1600 hours.  This conference is an important part of our diving safety system and is open to Branch Chairmen, Diving Officers and all SADS.  The conference details will be going out to all units by signal in the next week so that all Commanding Officer’s are made aware of the conference and asking for those listed above to be released to attend.

I’ve attached the application form for those wishing to attend to this Bovi Bulletin – it should be completed and returned to JSSADC using the details on the form.  It is hoped to provide a lunch meal through Service sources for those attending the conference - if we can’t then there will be a charge of up to £5.  
I strongly commend the conference to you and recommend that you make every effort to attend what promises to be a very worthwhile day with all the key people involved in AT sub-aqua present.

Kiel Training Centre Diving Club Briefing Weekend

For those of you based in Northern Europe the Kiel Training Centre is holding a briefing weekend on 30 March to 1 April 2012.  I’ve attached a copy of the calling notice which has the details in it.  For those who can’t get to the MOD AT Diving Safety Conference I’ll be coming to the Kiel weekend and I’ll bring with me the key messages from the Portsmouth event.

SADS 2012

The documentation setting up the new SADS Scheme is going through its final checks and will then be issued as a DIN.  The new Branch SADS courses start in April and the rules on eligibility to attend and priorities are all contained in the DIN.  For those wishing to attend a Branch SADS course there is an additional form which must be used to apply for the course.  It will be part of the DIN and available from JSSADC once the DIN has been published.

For existing SADS you will be automatically crossed over as an Expedition SADS under the new scheme but there are a couple of things you have to do to keep your qualification active.  From 1 April you will need to re-register as a SADS using the form attached to the DIN (not the one in the current JSSADRs) and send us a passport photograph.  We will then issue you a new ESADS Card (which is red in colour).  Your existing SADS card will cease to be valid on 1 June so there will be a two month window to get your registration updated.

This is a major change to the SADS Scheme which requires you all to read the documentation when it comes out – I will send out a copy on the SADS distribution list when it is published and I’ll be giving a presentation on the new SADS Scheme at the MOD AT Diving Safety Conference in March.

JSSADRs

JSSADRs will be replaced by JSP 917 – the MOD AT and Recreational Diving Regulations soon.  The document is going through the final staff checks at present and should be agreed and ready for publication in the next few weeks.  Once it is published I will send out copies on the SADS Distribution list.  Until then the existing JSSADRs dated 1 April 2010 are to be used.

Diving Medicals

If you have a diving medical due in the next few months it would be worth checking early with your Medical Centre or Sickbay that they will be able to do it.  A number of medical facilities are having to carry out significant numbers of discharge medicals for those made redundant and are unable to carry out a lot of other routine work.  For example HMS DRAKE in Plymouth has indicated that they will be unable to diving medicals for the next three months.  Check early!

FACTAIR F2235
The Factair 2235s were purchased to support AT diving and have proved a reliable and very useful piece of equipment.  They require annual calibration to ensure their accuracy and we’re in the process of sorting out calibration sets and a method of getting kits calibrated.  To help in putting together that plan I would like all branches and units holding the F2235s to e-mail me using the addresses below the serial number of the kit you have got and what date you received it from the stores system.  I’ll publish the details of the calibration plan as soon as it is in place.

JSSADC Skill Development Course Vacancies
We are running a series of SDCs in March and there are still vacancies on some of the courses.  In the week 5-9 March we have a couple of vacancies on an Accelerated Decompression Procedures Course and the linked Buoyancy and Trim Workshop.  There are also some vacancies on a NITROX Gas Blenders course that same week.  Between the 12 to 14 March we have vacancies on a Chart Work and Position Fixing Course and on an Advanced Lifesaver course.  Please apply as normal using the forms from the website.

Expeditions

The operational tempo and the turbulence of the various Defence re-structuring that is taking place makes it more difficult to get away to dive.  JSSADC has an expedition dive boat available seven days a week for use by visiting branches or units.  It can be taken out for a single days diving or any other combination that you would like.  Please contact CPO Martin Smith at the number below or on JSSADC-RNInstr1@mod.uk who can help you get the most from this facility.
Resettlement Training

Many of you will have heard that the MOD has suspended all sub-aqua diving by personnel under going resettlement training.  I understand that this is a temporary restriction whilst a number of issues relating to assurance are sorted out.  For those interested in sub-aqua as a resettlement activity I suggest you keep in close contact with the resettlement organisation over the next few weeks.

And Finally!

In these demanding times it is easy to forget just how rewarding taking part in AT is.  We’ve had a number of students on Ocean Diver courses who have stated, without prompting, that their week here at JSSADC was the best week of their Service career to date.  As experienced divers it is easy to forget the thrill of those first dives.  Many of you are involved in teaching entry level divers and know exactly what I mean.  The mission for 2012 is to keep spreading the word and get more people under water for the first time.

Safe Diving!
Steve Cox

OIC JSSADC
Contact:

Steve.Cox986@MOD.uk
or:  JSSADC-OIC (On Dii)

01752 405573

01752 481198 (fax)
From: Major R J Egan
	
[image: image3.png]



    ARMY
	[image: image4.jpg]JSSADC




Kiel Training Centre

Adventurous Training Group (Germany)
PO Box 2006

British Forces Post Office  105

Telephone :Military:

Fallingbostel (76) 2457  






Civil: 0049 (0) 431 397172
Facsimile:  Insecure Civil:

0049 (0) 431 397172

E-mail-Global Address List: 
ATGG-KTC-OC

	

	Garrison Diving Clubs 
	Ref : 

Date : 22 Nov 11


Dear Sirs/Ma’ams

Kiel Training Centre Diving Club Briefing Weekend 30 Mar – 1 Apr 12
Having recently arrived as OC Kiel Training Centre I have quickly learnt what a fantastic facility that we have here, both in terms of location, equipment and most importantly enthusiastic staff. I realise that many of you know this but, along with my Dive Instructors, I felt that we were missing out on an opportunity. To that end I would like to invite the diving officers, sub-aqua supervisors and leading staff from each garrison dive club to attend a briefing weekend.

There are several aims to the weekend, outlined below, these are by no means exclusive and if you would like us to include something please do not hesitate to contact me:

· Foster Contacts between KTC and the garrison clubs.
· Advertise the facilities that KTC can offer to garrison clubs.
· Discuss the ‘local SADS’ concept.
In outline over the weekend there will be briefings and discussions, within current planning it is hoped that Col S J Cox, OIC JSSADC will join us for the weekend to lead some of those discussions. There will be an opportunity to dive (wrap up warm), and socialise one evening with dispersal after lunch on Sun. 

Please use the email address above or flag@bkyc.de to confirm the numbers you wish to attend by 31 Jan 12, we will then issue an admin instruction.

MOD AT DIVING SAFETY CONFERENCE – 15 MARCH 2012

I wish to attend the MOD AT Diving Conference at HMS TEMERAIRE.
Name:

Dive Branch/Unit:

I would like lunch as part of the Conference:  YES/NO    (Delete as applicable)

Car Registration (if known):  

Signature:

Please send to JSSADC for the attention of Cpl Roberts.

Contact Details:

JSSADC-RMInstr1 (Dii)

JSSADC-RMInstr1@mod.uk
Or fax to:

01752 481198
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